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Senior Pastor’s Report 
 

This was a big year for First United Presbyterian Church. We have completed a three-year 
cycle of chasing after goals of proclaiming our faith, growing spiritually, discovering our 
spiritual gifts, caring for one another, serving the community, and reaching new believers.  
Much of our progress and work on these goals is detailed in the Vision Team's report, but I 
want to take some space to celebrate what God is doing with and among us through these 
goals. We have taken several things that are difficult for churches and turned them into a 
normal part of our church life in just three years.   
 
Let me give just one example. We talk about our faith now. It is not unusual to have a 
member of the church share their statement of faith in worship. It is not unusual to have 
adults regularly visiting our Wednesday night events to share their life story of faith with the 
youth of our church.  We even published a book filled with faith statements and hope to do 
more. For some, faith is being expressed and professed for the very first time which led to 
several adult baptisms in the last few years. 
 
This was also a year in which we engaged the entire congregation in praying the words "Lord, 
what do You want to do through me?" The result was an amazing response to our "Season of 
Increase" Capital Campaign. The result exceeded our highest expectations and dreams for the 
campaign. Now, we move into 2017 anticipating greater resources for our fellowship and 
outreach to community groups with renovated spaces downstairs and on the patio/playground. 
 
In addition, we continue to thrive in our community engagement. We have led specific 
projects. We have been called in by city government to advise on matters of homelessness, 
services for youth at risk, community development, and more. And our internal caring for one 
another has not suffered from that outreach. We now have several groups making additional 
efforts to improve the way we connect and care with our church members as well. There is a 
sweet Christ-like Spirit that is flowing through our church family and then out to the 
community. It is truly beautiful to witness. 
 
There is a constant feeling that something special is happening at our church. Members are 
talking about it. The Session has discussions about it. Visitors have made remarks to me as 
well. In many ways, this compliment is also our challenge. People are literally saying these 
words... "There's just something special going on here." While we enjoy this spiritual 
awakening at our church, we should also seek to discern what it is that God is directing us 
towards. God is doing something special here. We can feel it. Others perceive it. Now, we 
need to use what we have learned from this season to move forward. 
 
I believe we are in a season of refining our mission and ministry. We have so many things 
going on. We have enjoyed a season of experimentation and trying new ways of doing and 
being church. We must maintain a culture of trying new things and allowing failures with 
grace. That will keep our eyes open and our souls open for the Spirit's future nudges. 
However, we must balance this with some degree of focus. We have so much. We have 
resources in people, faith, dedication, finances, and more. We are doing and can do so much 
as part of God's Kingdom. Imagine what this church could do if we focused our faithfulness 
into a few key areas! This will be a point of discernment for the church leadership in the 
coming year. How shall we use what we have learned and move forward with purpose? 
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I cannot wait to see what God unleashes in our lives in 2017. 
 
Blessed to be your pastor... 
Pastor Rob 
 
 
SESSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Christian Education Committee 
 

The Christian Education Committee Elders were Nancy Kreeb and Karen Miear. Lay Members 
were Connie Darnell, Brenda Fedak (chair), Pam Halel, Stephanie Kraus, and Emily Wilson. 
Carrie Bair represented the Presbyterian Community Preschool. Staff member was Stephanie 
Foltz, Director of Christian Education. These committee members planned, organized, and 
carried out the many education programs and activities at First United.  
 
Childcare and Children’s Sunday School 
Worship Childcare Supervisor Sue Hall oversaw the Crib and Toddler Rooms on Sunday 
mornings. Abbey Croissant worked closely with Sue for the first half of the year. In October, 
Joslynn Brooks was hired as a Worship Childcare Provider for Sunday mornings to work 
alongside Sue. Dedicated volunteers who have all been background checked and trained also 
helped care for the children each Sunday morning.  
 
The Preschool Sunday School Class for three to five years olds was taught by teams of caring 
teachers which included Jane Alberter, Gigi Cox, Nancy Kreeb, Beth and Jeff Lind, Vicki 
McAdams, and Julia Weeks. In the fall, Claudia Brinkley joined the rotation. With the classroom 
relocated to the Toddler Room due to the renovation on the lower level, childcare volunteers 
also assisted in teaching this class. The teachers used the Presbyterian curriculum called 
Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  
 
FaithQuest, the Sunday morning Sunday School class for grades K-5, continued with new 
rotations every one, two, or three weeks. The workshop rotation curriculums during 2016 were 
written by Stephanie and were titled Epiphany: The Wise Still Seek Him, Bible Discovery, 
Jesus’ Parables, Jesus’ Miracles, Lent: Are You Ready for Easter?, Easter and Resurrection, 
Ascension, What Do I Believe about God?, Stewardship and Gratitude (as part of the Season of 
Increase Capital Campaign), Pentecost and the Early Church, What Do I Believe about Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit?, FaithQuest Day of Prayer, Mission: Ways Our Church Serves God’s 
People, Who’s Who in the Bible (Samson; Ruth & Naomi; Eli, Hannah, and Samuel; King 
Josiah; Daniel; Jeremiah; and Jonah), Spiritual Practices, Creation, Noah, Blessed are the 
Peacemakers, and Messengers Then/Messengers Now.  
 
Adult Discipleship 
The Men’s Bible Study meet each Wednesday at 8:30 am to share devotions and to read and 
study God's Word. In memory of the late Dr. Fred Cornell, the group sponsored two children in 
Uganda who are part of the Hines Ugandan Ministry. Additional duties included Sunday Coffee 
Hour Hospitality Hosts, as well as assisting with Christmas and Easter decorations. They 
welcome new members! 
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Amy Abernathy continued through March to coordinate and lead a women’s Bible study called 
W.O.W. (Women of the Word). The women met monthly on the third Monday to study the 
Gospel of Matthew.  
 
Adult Discipleship classes were offered on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am.  
1) Pastor Rob’s classes offered in 2016 were  
• January – Leadership Survival Guide for Elders, Deacons, and Trustees; Welcoming the 
   Stranger; Dealing with Difficult People; and Helping Others Find Faith Again  
• February – Statements of Faith: The Easy Way, Hour of Prayer, and Liturgist Training 
• March – a two part Q & A Series on God, Faith and the Bible; The Whole Bible in 45 Minutes 
• April – FUPC 101 
• May – Coffee and Conversation; James: Getting God in Our Daily Lives 
• June – How to Use Your Bible 
• July – Coffee and Chat; Reading the Bible; Biblical Languages; Making Your Funeral  
   Meaningful; Dreaming Big for Our Church  
• August – Coffee and Chat; FUPC 101 
• September – Coffee and Chat; Peacemaker Academy 
• October – Coffee and Chat; The Ragamuffin Gospel 
• November – Coffee and Chat; Building Up Your Connection with God 
• December – Sermon Talks 
 
2) Feasting on the Word, a weekly Bible study January through August, followed the Revised 
Common Lectionary and was led by different leaders each week. Leaders included Betty 
Bucknell, Lorenzo Clayton, Peter Dodge, Roger Doll, Rosemary Ehrstein, Danny Halel, Linda 
Hangsleben, Sheila Misselhorn, Jim Nicholas, Kathy Schmidt, and on some weeks by all the 
class members in attendance.  
 
3) The Parent Class was led by Leah and Shawn Lankford. This class was open to parents and 
grandparents and focused on multiple parenting topics using varied resources. During March, 
Brian Dulski led a discussion of the book A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel. The May and June 
classes focused on the book 100 Things Every Child Should Know Before Confirmation: A 
Guide for Parents and Youth Leaders by Rebecca Kirkpatrick. September and October class 
discussions concentrated on the book Unplug the Christmas Machine: A Complete Guide to 
Putting Love and Joy Back into the Season. In December, the class changed its name to 
Adulting and is for all adults. Each week they share where God is in their lives as they seek to 
figure out how God is calling them to live, act, and be.  
 
4) After months of discernment by a committee of class members, the Feasting class ended in 
August. In its place, a new Bible study began called Thoughtful Christian Gathering. The 
classes used materials from The Thoughtful Christian and Kerygma. The studies were:  
• Importance of Context – Roger Doll 
• The Gospel of Matthew – Roger Doll 
• How Did Jesus’ Death Save Us? – Jim Nicholas 
• What Happens When We Pray – Danny Halel  
• Lord, Teach Us to Pray – Rosemary Ehrstein and Sheila Misselhorn  
• Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited – Jackie Bainter and Lorenzo Clayton  
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5) January through June, Shirley Samples led a Women’s Bible Study using the Presbyterian 
Women’s 2015-2016 Horizon’s Bible study called Come to the Waters.  
 
6) Peter Dodge shared his poems with a Lenten theme during a February class called “Poetry 
of the Spirit, Poems of Place.”  
 
Baptism Bibles 
On behalf of the congregation and in celebration of their baptisms, the CE Committee 
presented two Bibles: a children’s storybook Bible to Collin and a NRSV Study Bible to youth 
Nathaniel.  
 
Bible Presentations  
On January 24, 10 kindergarten students (Abby, Addy, Augie, Ella, Henry, Jordyn, Karrick, 
Linda, Reagan, and Sophia) received their own The Children’s Illustrated Bible during the 
10:30 worship service. Bible Discovery classes were offered for the students and their families 
on the two previous Sundays. At the end of the PYC program year, four PYC 5th graders were 
presented with NRSV Study Bibles: Austin, Heaven, Kate, and Zach. A 4th grader moving to 
Hawaii, Mike, received a Bible, too.  
 
Scholarships  
Four young adults of our congregation were presented with the Presbyterian and Ray Angerer 
Scholarships: Nicole Lonsdale, Emily Winland, Morgan Smith, and Jennifer Rea. Eden Seminary 
student, Abbey Croissant, received the Paul Cornell Scholarship.  
 
PYC 
PYC continued into 2016 with Nancy Kreeb and Stephanie Foltz as mentors, and Diane 
McHugh as the Major Event Coordinator. Regular meetings were held January through May 4. 
Bible study and activities were planned around weekly themes with different service projects 
and speakers during Wednesday Night Live. PYCers continued to make blankets for Project 
Linus and support Presbyterian Women with the GAMAM (Give-a-Meal-a-Month) program. The 
theme for Mystery Day on April 2 was “All God’s Creatures.” PYCers visited Purina Farms, lunch 
was at Uncle Bill’s, followed by stops at World Bird Sanctuary and Lone Elk Park.  
 
Rolling out the red carpet for the 2016-2017 program year, PYC kicked off with Nancy and 
Stephanie continuing as mentors and Diane as the Major Event Coordinator. The lock-in was 
November 4 with an overnight of fun and fellowship centered around the Bible theme: “Be 
these: Salt and Light” from Matthew 5:13-16. A pizza dinner was followed by games including 
a scripture based scavenger hunt around the church building. During the fall, there were 19 
different 3rd-5th graders who participated in PYC with 12 who attended regularly.   
 
Children’s Chapel 
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade worshipped each Sunday in Children’s Chapel, a time of 
worship led by nurturing and faithful volunteer Worship Leaders and Greeters of all ages. Each 
week they heard a Bible story, told so that children with all different learning styles could 
value and enjoy. After hearing the story, children were invited into a time of wondering, to 
help them dive deeper into the meaning of the story and to “listen for God’s still voice that is 
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found there.” In this worship space, children walked more slowly and talked more softly as 
someone might have been talking with God. The curriculum used a spiritual formation 
approach that presents a joyful way for children to worship God. “It invites children and adults 
to experience the wonder and mystery of God through a unique storytelling format and multi-
sensory materials.”  
 
Confirmation 
A confirmation class was not held in the winter/spring of 2016. During this time, Pastor Rob, 
Director of Youth Ministries Kaitie Kautz, and Director of Christian Education Stephanie Foltz 
met to consider alternate ways to offer confirmation. In the summer, a letter was sent to 
families of students in grades 8-12. Studies show that parents/caregivers are the number one 
influence on a young person’s faith, so parents were invited to play a special role in this year’s 
confirmation program. In late September, discussions began to take place in three homes, 
each family watching a DVD and using curriculum from Theocademy. We pray that this will be 
a time for the four confirmands and their parents to grow, learn, and discover answers 
cooperatively. Once a month, during the Sunday school hour, the confirmands meet with 
either Kaitie or Pastor Rob and their mentors to discuss the lessons from the month, hear 
portions of the mentors’ faith stories, and work on their faith statement. Confirmation with 
home discussions and classes will continue through May, with Confirmation Sunday on May 21, 
2017.  
 
Christian Education Goals 
For 2016, the CE Committee developed three major goals with benchmarks along with a 
dream goal, and submitted them to the Session in March.  
 
Goal 1 was to enhance the Toddler and Crib Room programs. Progress towards meeting this 
goal was made with the hiring of an additional caregiver (Joslynn), updating the WEE Children 
curriculum used in the Toddler Room so that Bible stories are shared with the children, and 
adding music (singing and use of instruments).  
 
Goal 2 was to assist families in developing spiritual growth through a summer evening 
program, providing opportunities for family mission, and offering a program on the Lord’s 
Supper for families.  • One result was to offer a summer family evening program called 
“Making a Home for Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of Your Children/Grandchildren.” On 
three July Wednesday evenings, parents, grandparents, youth helpers, and children shared 
meals, heard Bible stories and sang songs. Then children played games and worked on art 
projects based on the stories of Jesus and Zacchaeus, Moses in the Bulrushes, and the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan. During week 1, adults focused on children’s stages of faith 
development, faithful practices, and reading Bible stories together. Week 2’s discussion was on 
worshipping and praying together as a family. Week 3 was on family rituals, faith milestones, 
and performing faithful acts of service. Families concluded the third evening by putting 
together School Kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Each family unit received three 
resources to take home, two books and a CD: Making a Home for Faith by Elizabeth Caldwell, 
Seamless Faith: Simple Practices for Daily Family Life by Traci Smith, and Wee Sing Bible 
Songs.  
• The CE Committee has begun sending SLASH, an initial CD and monthly hardcopy newsletter 
from Augsburg Press, to all families with children from birth through 36 months. This resource 
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offers articles, songs, stories, and practical support for families to nurture faith development in 
their young children.  
• An additional family mission opportunity was coordinated by CE, ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army at St. Clair Square on a December Saturday.  
• In the fall, planning began to offer the “Lord’s Supper” Supper for families with children from 
birth through grade 5. This will be offered in January 2017.  
 
Goal 3 was to expand opportunities for Adult Christian Education. The change from the 
Feasting class to the Thoughtful Christian Gathering was one of the benchmarks. The 
committee is still considering opportunities specifically for FUPC senior members and offering 
alternative times for adult education classes.  
 
CE’s dream goal was to infuse music into children’s Christian education programs. Music is 
important because children take it with them as they leave the worship area; it is fun; it helps 
children want to come to church. Music brings children together and gives them meaningful 
keepsakes and joy for the whole worship celebration. Music gives children an opportunity to 
serve their church and to minister to others through their musical offerings. Through music, 
children internalize scripture and faith concepts through another modality. To meet this goal, 
music was added in the Toddler Room (see above). Singing and signing is an important part of 
weekly worship in Children’s Chapel. During December, CE worked with Worship Leaders and 
Greeters in Children’s Chapel to teach the children to sign and sing “Away in a Manger.” The 
children shared their gift during the Chancel Choir’s cantata and during both services on 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Additional Notes 
First United Quilters made a quilt for the CE Committee to raffle off and raise funds for the 
Professional Church Vocations Fund. This fund was established to receive gifts to assist 
individuals pursuing a graduate program in church-related vocations leading to an advanced 
degree or certification. The total raised was $940.  
 
Several times this past year, the Christian Education Committee set up tables with a selection 
of Bibles, Bible storybooks, and other books which were available for ordering.  
 
Lenten devotionals for adults (“Be Holy” from Presbyterians Today) and a booklet for children 
(“We Can Learn about Lent: A Coloring & Activities Book with Stickers”) were made available 
to the congregation. During Advent, a daily devotional called “A Journey of Memories” 
(Presbyterians Today) was printed for congregational use. 
 
From the DCE 
I am grateful for my continuing education expenses. In January, I attended the Annual Event 
of APCE (Association of Presbyterian Church Educators) in Chicago. In October, I attended the 
Mid-Central APCE event called OASIS in Kansas City. The workshops, worship services, and the 
contacts with other educators has helped me grow spiritually and as a Christian educator.  
 
I give thanks to God for members of the CE Committee, teachers of children and adults, 
Children’s Chapel worship leaders and greeters, PYC leaders and Wednesday volunteers 
(including those who feed us!), childcare volunteers, Preschool Board members, Library 
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Committee members, women who serve on the PWCT, golfers and donors, and all who give of 
their gifts to serve God’s people at FUPC! I also thank God daily for my fellow staff members 
who witness to me daily of their love for Jesus and how to serve God’s people with energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love.  
 
With members of the Christian Education Committee, this is an exciting time at First United to 
minister with and to families, children, and adults through meaningful worship, active 
discipleship, faithful service and nurturing fellowship!   
 

Stephanie Foltz 
Director of Christian Education 
 

Library Committee 
 

Not a lot can be said concerning the Library until the renovation is completed. All library 
procedures have come to a halt. The books taken from the shelves were packed away in 
boxes. Decision on the future of the library will be discussed next year. 
 
Book Cart books have not been changed, since all children's book have been temporarily been 
stored.  
 
The remainder of the Library funds were used to purchase 24 new children's books. The newly 
purchased children's books will be processed for check-out after the renovation is completed. 
 
Books on grief and care giving may be checked out. They are located on the small bookcase 
outside the Sanctuary. 
 
The Library Committee members include: Virginia Purkel, Director: Inez Bridges who has been 
faithfully serving the library since 1987; Janice Hoenig, Marilyn Linton, Barb Lunn and Nancy 
Schmidt. Director of Christian Education Stephanie Foltz is the Staff Liaison. 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Linton 
 

Presbyterian Community Preschool 
 

The Presbyterian Community Preschool is managed by the Board of Directors and Teachers in 
a symbolic relationship to nurture and prepare children in this early stage of learning. The 
Board members consists of church members, parents and community adults.  
 
The “Nuts and Bolts” committee handled the “business” of the Preschool.  The committee 
members were Claudia Brinkley, President; Darby Jameson (until her summer move); Carrie 
Bair, Kevin Meder, Treasurer; and Stephanie Foltz, Church Liaison. 
 
The Preschool offers a 36 week program from September to May and follows the schedule of 
the Belleville schools. Again this year we offered three scholarships. Even though interest from 
the Presbyterian Preschool Scholarship does not cover these scholarships, we continue to offer 
them to ensure more students can attend. 
One of the most meaningful changes this year was our adding a Children’s Chapel segment to 
the curriculum. This gives Miss Stephanie a chance to share stories of God’s people with the 
students. 
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Our annual Spaghetti Dinner in March was very successful largely due to the strong support 
and enthusiasm of many of our church members, who volunteered their time, donated auction 
items, and supported the event with their attendance. We appreciate the fellowship and 
support in our mission to enrich children with learning opportunities and experiences in a 
Christian environment  
 
In May, the Preschool had a prominent booth at the Children’s Art Garden during Belleville’s 
Art on the Square. Children were able to decorate a new style of “chef hat” with all types of 
colorful, simple art aides. Thanks to the strong support and enthusiasm of many of our church 
members who volunteered their time at the booth, many children were able to walk away with 
fancy, colorful hats on their heads and BIG smiles on their faces!  
 
The Board decided to continue the prior year’s class schedule for the 2016-2017 school year: 
M/W/F class for 3 year olds; T/TH class for 3 year olds; and a T/TH class for 4 year olds. 
Thank you for helping us temporarily relocate our classrooms to upstairs during the 
renovations. Thank you also to the Board of Trustees for ordering and installing the new slides 
and tunnels for the playground. It was ready for students on the first day of classes!   
 
Our Preschool maintains a busy and rewarding schedule with so much going on! If you would 
like to keep up throughout the year with the highlights, “like” us on Facebook! To do this, type 
“Presbyterian Community Preschool” in the search. There is always something new and 
exciting going on, with lots of pictures. 
 
The Presbyterian Community Preschool is indeed indebted to the Board, congregation, and 
church staff for their dedication, support and prayers. A great big THANKS to all of you! 
 

Prayerfully submitted, 
Claudia Brinkley, Board President 
 

College and Young Adults 
 

This is the newest committee formed by Session. The initial members were:  
Beth Sheldon, Jan Dinstbier, Kevin Meder, and Kaitie Kautz. During the year we added Conor 
Baltz as a college representative. Beth had to step down in the fall. Joy Baltz had headed up 
the college branch, but also had to step down due to new work responsibilities. During our fall 
recruitment time, we found Dr. Katie Wright, Peter Dodge, Dede Farquhar, and Jackie Bainter, 
who will assist as sub-team members in the coming year. 
 
Our first meeting was in February, where we shared our excitement for where this team could 
go. We met with Scott Pontier from Ministry Architects at the end of the month, along with 
several members of our target groups. He was extremely helpful in focusing our goals and 
laying out a plan for the three areas: “Our” College, Young Adult, and Local College, the latter 
of which has become aimed at international students at Lindenwood University. 
 
Our first college event was a morning service project at the end of May. The college students 
are very enthusiastic about service and about continuing contact with their home church. In 
the February meeting with MA, they expressed interest in going on a trip and also building 
relationships with the older generations of church members. 
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In August, many volunteers from the church at large helped to assemble 80 laundry baskets 
with pillows and blankets, which were then delivered to Lindenwood for their incoming class of 
international students. The president of the university thanked us for encouraging community 
spirit on campus. 
 
Erin Griggs replaced Scott as our MA representative. Kristen is in contact with her every few 
weeks for guidance. She created a Google doc for us to track our progress in recruiting 
volunteers. 
 
With help from LuAnn Orlet and Kaitie Kautz, we assembled a master list of home and away 
addresses for most of the members of our target groups. Using those, we sent small care 
packets to college students to encourage them before finals in December. 
 
We are looking forward to starting the New Year with an event targeted at our age groups, 
along with any other interested participants, called Tapping Into Faith.  
 

Elder: Kristen Link 
 

Evangelism Committee 
 

Committee Members: 
Elder Lorenzo Clayton 
Dan O’Saben 
Brenda Fedak 
Pastor Rob Dyer 
 
1The Evangelism Committee and First United Presbyterian Church continued our challenge 
from 2015 through 2016.   
 
The big challenge for FUPC is that we are seeking to reach the unchurched and the 
dechurched as well.  By unchurched, we mean people who have never been involved in a 
church community of faith.  By dechurched, we mean people who were involved and then 
became “turned off” to what churches have to offer.    We are seeking to partner with God to 
clearly demonstrate and communicate how the Good News of Jesus Christ is very real and 
relevant in people’s lives. 
 
Towards this purpose, we have had to rethink how we do worship, discipleship, service and 
fellowship.  From the evangelism perspective, we hope to engage specific strategies that will 
make our church attractive for a wide-range of unchurched, dechurched, and church-seekers 
alike. 
 
For the most part, this will mean leveraging the more effective methods of connecting with 
new people, through Personal Invitations, Internet Evangelism and Community Interaction.  In 
short, it is an effort to create authentic connections. 
 

                                                 
1 Plan for Evangelism, dated 8 January 2015, Pastor Rob Dyer 
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In the paragraphs below, are specific actions taken in 2016 to successfully create authentic 
connections with new people.    
 
Goal # 1: Connecting with New People - Personal Invitations, Internet Evangelism 
and Community Interaction 

Actions taken:   
 The Evangelism Committee (EC) provided Christmas invitation cards for members 

to use to invite others to worship.  Evangelism Committee (EC) also supported 
the successful 2016 Golf Tournament in an effort of community outreach. 

 EC created a specific invitational packet, a “Thank You for Your Service” card as 
a personal invitation to veterans. 

 Evangelism Committee republished additional copies of our faith statements. 
 The Evangelism Committee is currently experimenting with a prototype Facebook 

ad page. 

 The Evangelism Committee is continuing our Google Ads campaign as an 
important platform for Internet exposure.  

 The EC continues to investigate options for an ongoing plan for keeping the 
website updated and engaging.   

 We continue to work the effort to develop ideas on increasing the effectiveness 
of our church’s social media presence (Facebook). 

 
Goal # 2: Connecting with Visitors - Sunday Morning Connections and Visitor 
Follow-up Plan 

Actions taken:  
 EC and the Ambassadors reviewed the Sunday morning welcoming routine and 

shared thoughts on how to make better contact with new visitors.   

 EC wrote new ministry descriptions for the Ambassador roles and in addition, 
training sessions were designed to help Ambassadors to fulfill their roles.    

 We continue to review and upgrade our “Welcome Bags” to ensure we are 
handing out things that entice people to return to First United Presbyterian.  

 EC created and implemented a management tool using Google spreadsheets for 
sharing information so that Ambassador's, office staff, and the pastor can be 
aware of where visitors are in their “number of visits” or “follow-up actions.  

 
GOAL # 3: Connecting People with Mission and Ministries:   

Action taken:  

 EC is working with the Membership Committee by way of coordinated efforts to 
connect people with Mission and Ministries.  

 

May God bless these efforts to participate with God in spreading the Good News we have in 
Christ, Jesus. 
 

Lorenzo Clayton, Evangelism Committee Chair 
 
 

Faith Community Committee 
 

In 2016, the Faith Community Committee had two elders and five lay members. One of the 
elder members assumed responsibility for purchasing all paper products and consumables for 
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the church. The committee continued to encourage groups, organizations and smaller groups 
of church members to serve as coffee hour hosts. When called upon, the committee also 
helped with planning and support for larger church events. A helpful addition has been the 
organization of a Coffee Crew; nine volunteers are scheduled over two months to help with 
coffee and lemonade prep for Coffee Hour. 
 
We continue to try to simplify the efforts for coffee hour and to communicate to hosts that the 
Sunday coffee hour is not just about food or even coffee. Rather, this time is a First United 
ministry that encourages fellowship through hospitality. More important than the food on the 
table is sharing God's love through friendship, kindness and caring for one another. Cornell 
Commons provides a welcoming space to share these blessings with guests and our church 
family. Faith Community is indeed grateful to the twenty-one different groups who hosted in 
2016; many offered to host as many as three or four times. Quite often however, FCC must 
serve as the coffee hour host when no other group is scheduled. 
 
Cakes are a First United (Pastor Rob) tradition to celebrate a variety of important occasions in 
the church; this year we had cakes for thirteen special events. We began the year with 
Celebration Sunday in January, to recognize the many accomplishments of the last several 
years: goals, benchmarks and statements of faith were just a few. We also shared the joy of 
two baptisms, welcomed nine new members, recognized several special anniversaries and 
marked the ordination and installation of new officers. In May, Faith Community hosted coffee 
hour to honor our 50-Year Members and Presbytery Celebration of Aging nominees; FCC also 
coordinated our participation in the recognition of the Presbytery Celebration of Aging held in 
St. Louis. Church Man of the Year was announced in June, and we helped coordinate the 
coffee hour for that event. There was a second Celebration Sunday - this one in June with an 
exceptional music program to conclude the year for the Music Department and to celebrate 
the successful progress of the Season of Increase capital campaign.  For the Fall Kickoff in 
August, we helped the Christian Education Committee with the day's events. October was a 
busy time for Faith Community:  for the International Mission Festival, FCC coordinated 
publicity, organized groups to bring international foods and assisted with table decorations; 
our committee provided the food for the Fall Festival; for Pastor Appreciation Sunday, we truly 
surprised Pastor Rob with a special cake decorated with all of his characters from Sharing 
Faith with Children, as well as a collection of cards and notes from church members. 
 
Faith Community is also charged with creating a welcoming presence within our church facility. 
We are currently working with trustees on several projects in this regard:  railings in the 
sanctuary that lead into the chancel; signage, with concentration on outside signage right 
now; refurbished pews in the Chapel; and a larger sink for the Commons kitchenette. These 
projects are in various stages of progress. 
 
The Faith Community Committee continues to consider how best to "nurture fellowship" within 
our congregation. The combination of God's spirit working in many ways among us, growing 
numbers, and the completion of the renovations brings considerable opportunities. This is an 
exciting time for our committee to represent this session, and we look forward to growing our 
relationships with one another and with God in the New Year. 
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"Gracious hospitality flows from belief in a gracious and providing God. Gracious hospitality 
believes that God's gifts exist not to be hoarded but shared." ~ Openings, Larry James 
Peacock 
 

Mary Teague, Martha Dexheimer, Peg Badgley, Mary Isom, Sue Perez, Julia Weeks and 
Sammylane Wirth 
 

Finance Committee 
 

The Finance Committee consists of 5-8 members including the church Treasurer, the chairman of 
the Investment Committee of the Trustees, a representative from the Session who sits on the 
Budget Committee and other members of the congregation at-large as nominated by the Budget 
Committee. The Committee chooses its own Moderator and sets its own schedule of meetings at 
least quarterly. 
 

The responsibilities of the finance committee are to review financial procedures, to identify areas in 
need of modification or change, to make recommendations to the Session concerning these 
procedures, to oversee the day-to-day financial transactions of the church, and to bring areas of 
financial concern to the Session. 
 

In 2016, an analysis of church investments was performed to determine if we should self-fund a 
portion of the building costs rather than borrowing from the bank. It was determined that borrowing 
from the bank would be a better financial decision for our church. 
 

Joe Fedak, Chairman 
 

Membership Committee 
 

This time last year I began my journey with the Membership Committee. Erma Jean oriented 
me to the Chair position and where the committee has come since separating from Evangelism 
in 2015. As the Elder and Chair of the Committee, I was given the task of coming up with 
goals and Benchmarks for 2016. Listed below are our goals as a committee and how we have 
reached them (or come close) through our benchmarks. 
 
Goal #1- New Directory completed with 90% participation with an updated list of new 
members in 2017   
 
3 Milestones or steps to accomplish goal: 

1. Advertise, make calls to members and homebound to have pictures taken 
2. Recruit volunteers to assist with sign-ups and paper work on picture days 
3. Offer different ways to sign-up. Call, on-line and or Sunday morning Sign up 

 
Update -This goal is completed for 2016.  Directories were handed out once they arrived. In 
2017, we will need to create a new list of our new members to add to the directory. 
 
Goal #2- Have 3-4 new committee members recruited and trained into specific roles by July 
1st, 2016 
3 Milestones or steps to accomplish goal: 

1. Write job descriptions for new roles.  Membership Roll Coordinator, Current Member 
Care Coordinator, Visitor to Member Care Coordinator 
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2. Utilize the equipping process to recruit committee members based on their skills and 
gifts that match the ministry descriptions 

3. Once recruited, have a meeting to discuss tasks and set goals for each committee 
member’s role 

 
Update- Ministry descriptions were completed by March. Erma Jean Vandiver agreed to stay 
on as the Membership Rolls Coordinator.  Kari Bechtold agreed to join the committee as the 
Current Member Care Coordinator and Emily Wilson and Babs Hill agreed to work together as 
the Visitor to Member Care Coordinator. We had our first meeting on July 13, 2016. We have 
continued to meet monthly. The equipping process helped our team find Kari. 
 
Goal#3-Have a fully running Committee that meets monthly, has goals and benchmarks in 
place and is actively working towards those goals by December 2016. 
 
3 Milestones or steps to accomplish goal: 

1. Once committee members are recruited, set a monthly meeting date and time to 
begin August 2016. 

2. At August meeting, work on goals and benchmarks for each committee member.  
Have them set and in place by September meeting 

3. Committee members actively working on benchmarks and able to report progress by 
November meeting 

 
Update - We have continued to meet monthly and all members are actively working to 
nurture our members in different ways. Erma Jean has “cleaned up” the rolls and continues to 
send missing you cards and call members who have been “missing”. Babs Hill continues to 
contact visitors.  Emily Wilson contacts new members after their first month of membership to 
ask if their spiritual needs are being met. Kari has worked on plans and a budget for our 
possible Celebration/Homecoming event in 2017. We all continue to work together to help 
FUPC to glorify God through active discipleship and nurturing fellowship by caring 
for current members, new members, visitors to members and keeping the 
membership rolls up to date.  
 
Dream Goal- By the end of my 3 year term, I would like to see all the new roles actively 
working towards increasing the number of members we are nurturing, increase in total 
membership and an increase in visitors becoming members. 
 
Important-I will feel like we have made a difference in our church but also in the lives of our 
members. 
 
3 Milestones or steps to accomplish this Dream Goal: 

1. Monthly meetings to work towards goals. 
2. Set new goals once original goals are met 
3. Increase our visitor to member numbers by having a team member contacting 

visitors. 
Update-We have met our first year goals. At our February 2017 meeting we will set goals and 
benchmarks for 2017.     
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It has been an honor and a pleasure to work with this group of women. We don’t always 
agree but we work through it and have some exciting ideas for 2017. I am looking forward to 
this next year. We would especially like to thank LuAnn, Pat, Pastor Rob and Dawn for working 
with us. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, Joy Baltz; Membership Committee Chair 
 

Mission Committee 
 

The Mission Committee for 2016 included the following members: Session Elders Dwight Lied, 
Andy Morgan (co-chair) and Chuck Thurig (co-chair), Rev. Rob Dyer (Pastoral Advisor) and lay 
members Ellen Hall, Joyce Lied, Diane Richardson, Bob Samples and Abby Smith. The Mission 
Committee monitored the disbursement of funds for the various mission activities, which were 
approved by the Session (see below). 
 
Our local outreach support includes Beacon Ministries, Bethany Place, Catholic Urban Programs 
(GAMAM food pantry), Community Interfaith Food Pantry, Mound Ridge Retreat Center, 
Neighbors for Renewal (NFR), Project Compassion, Summer Lunch Program (SLP, Feed My 
Lambs, partnering with Faith Community), UKirk of St. Louis (campus ministry) and Uni-Pres 
Kindercottage. 
 
Abby Smith coordinates our Dental/Eye Glass program which helped four students receive eye 
exams, two received glasses and one student had a dental exam resulting in the removal of an 
abscess tooth. Caroline Smith continued to monitor the Lions’ Club eye glass program as part 
of her Girl Scout project. 
 
Nationally we supported Presbyterian Children’s Services, Theological Education Fund, 
Kemmerer Village (for troubled youth) and Wee Kirk Conferences. 
 
Internationally we supported mission teams located in Australia, China, Germany, Haiti, 
Malawi, Mexico, Northern Ireland, Peru (2), South Korea, Thailand and Uganda. We also 
supported one organization in Jamaica serving the deaf. Thus, our total international mission 
supports 13 organizations spreading God’s Word. We were fortunate to have Katherine Hines 
visit us from Hines Ugandan Ministries, Uganda. 
 
For details on most of these programs pick up a copy of our 2016/17 Mission Directory & 
Prayer Guide which can be found in Cornell Commons and outside the Chapel. 
 
We continued to participate in Adopt-A-Highway with pick-ups three times from April through 
November (along State Route 161 from Sullivan Drive to Frank Scott Parkway). Many FUPC 
members helped with the NFR house on Devonshire (now complete and for sale) and the 
renovation of two Project Compassion houses over numerous workdays this year as well as 
participating in Belleville Helping Belleville Day on September 10. In July we handed out 
inspirational items at Project Compassion’s Girlz-On-Purpose (a one-day self-esteem event) 
and Bob Samples took donations to Project Compassion to distribute on their Compassion Day 
(delivering lunches and healthcare items to the homeless) four times during the year. 
We again participated in the Summer Lunch Programs in Belleville. Because of the 
overwhelming generosity of our congregation in both monetary and material donations and 
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the smart shopping of the committee’s purchasers, all purchases were made with donated 
funds! 
 
Chuck Thurig chaired the Third Annual International Mission Festival (IMF). The festival’s 
purpose is to highlight the countries and areas in which our church supports missions 
throughout the world. Hines Ugandan Ministries and Partners for Just Trade sold crafts from 
Uganda and Peru. The program consisted of a video and music presentation and free dinner 
with ethnic foods from 12 countries coordinated by Faith Community and sponsored by groups 
and families within our church. Additionally, Andy Morgan updated our 2016/17 Mission 
Directory & Prayer Guide. 
 
In October eleven people went to Kemmerer Village, a Presbyterian child care facility in 
Assumption, IL, to participate in our annual Ron Mordhorst Adult Mission Trip. They replaced a 
large roof and power washed the siding on several buildings. 
 
Our congregation continued to support the children at St. John Bosco by opening our facilities 
to them and donating time and money to help renovate their facilities. 
 
Throughout the year Dwight Lied reported on delivering over 700 lbs. of bananas to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry for the Deacons as well as delivering over 200 GAMAM bags to the 
Catholic Urban Programs’ Food Pantry for the Presbyterian Women. 
 
The 2016 Mission Budget was slightly under our congregation’s goal, 10% of our church’s total 
spending budget, and was as follows: 
 
1459 Gen. Missions (PCUSA) 18,000 
1460 International Missions 23,000 
 Caribbean Christian Ctr. for the Deaf 1,000 
 Hines Ugandan Ministry 11,000 
 MTW – Australia (Linkston) 1,000 
 MTW – Peru (Rockwell) 1,000 
 PWM - China (Chan) 1,000 
 PWM - Germany (White) 1,000 
 PWM - Haiti (Corell) 1,000 
 PWM - Peru (Koball) 1,000 
 PWM - Malawi (Nagy) 1,000 
 PWM - Mexico (Adams/Escobar) 1,000 
 PWM - S. Korea (Esslinger/Lee) 1,000 
 PWM - Thailand (Fujii) 1,000 
 PWM – N. Ireland (Young Adult Volunteer, Baker) 1,000 
1461 Kindercottage 9,000 
1462 Presb. Theo. Ed. Fund (split among 11) 3,500 
1463 Wee Kirk Conferences 1,500 
1464 Youth Mission Trip 1,000 
1465 Kemmerer Village 1,000 
1467 Local Needs 15,250 
 Beacon of Belleville 2,500 
 Bethany Place 1,500 
 Comm. Emergency Fund (CUP) 1,500 
 Comm. Interfaith Food Pantry 1,500 
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 General Needs 5,000 
 Neighbors for Renewal 1,000 
 Project Compassion 750 
 Summer Lunch Program 1,500 
1468 Ron Mordhorst Adult Mission Trip 3,500 
1470 International Mission Festival 500 
1472 Presb. Children’s Services 1,500 
1474 Mound Ridge Capital Campaign 2,250 
TOTAL MISSION 2016 $80,000 
 

Andy and Chuck have completed their second six-year term on Session but will continue to 
serve on the committee as lay members. We welcome Tom Hall to the committee, joining 
Dwight as a Session Elder. 
 
Mission Committee meetings are open to all who are interested. We meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm in the Conference Room. 
 

Respectfully submitted, The Mission Committee of FUPC 
 

Personnel Committee 
 

This has been a relatively busy year for the committee. Unfortunately, this spring we had to 
terminate the employment of Kristina Douglas, our financial secretary, and there were a lot of 
resulting issues that needed our attention. After reviewing many resumes and conducting 
several interviews, we were fortunate to hire Pat Olson to take her place. Pat has proven to be 
a great asset and a welcome addition to our office staff. Later in the year, we found a need to 
hire another professional childcare provider. We were successful in finding Joslynn Brooks to 
not only to help during Sunday worship services, but to support Thursday choir practice as 
well.  
 

This year the committee also worked on revising and updating the Personnel Guide that is 
provided to all employees. The guide outlines the policies and procedures that have been 
established for employment at First United. We also revised the retirement and medical 
benefits that are offered by our church as part of the new offerings developed by the 
denomination. In addition to conducting our annual employee performance reviews and 
developing a staff compensation budget for next year, we have been exploring ways to meet 
our future personnel needs and developing goals for 2017 and beyond. 
 

Our church is blessed to have an outstanding staff that continues to work diligently to provide 
outstanding support to the congregation. Over the past year, the church continues to grow in 
terms of new members, of increasing financial support, and of new and exciting ministries and 
outreach to the local community. Of course, much of the success we have enjoyed is a direct 
result of the outstanding efforts of our Pastor, Rev. Rob Dyer. Under his leadership, we 
continue to move forward achieving our specific goals and objectives and there continues to 
be a new vitality and energy sweeping the church and the Holy Spirit seems to be ever-
present. 
 
The rest of our staff continued to provide excellent support to the various ministries of First 
United. Our Christian Education program and Youth Ministries program continues their success 
under the able leadership of Stephanie Foltz and Kaitie Kautz respectively. Sue Hall continues 
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to support our thriving child care ministry along with a number of dedicated volunteers. Andy 
Jensen and Dennis Bergin have enabled our music ministry to soar with new voices and 
innovative arrangements. 
  
Our office staff continue to put in extra hours to keep our busy office humming as the hub of 
our operation. Both Pat Olson and LuAnn Orlet are dedicated to providing outstanding service 
and support and the many volunteers that help out are a blessing. Jody Halton adds her 
creative talents in publishing the Steeple as well as other special projects. 
 
Loren Elliott continues to lead a dedicated staff of volunteers in providing outstanding audio 
visual and lighting support to enhance our worship experience as well as other ministries and 
gatherings. Joyce Lied, our Parish Nurse continues to look out for the health and well-being of 
all our members through her valuable ministry. 
 
Jim Hoffman, our maintenance supervisor, and Herschel Bey, our custodian, are always busy 
keeping our facilities clean and in good working order despite heavy use. 
 
In recognition of their efforts, the committee recommended to the Session and to the 
congregation a significant increase for Pastor Rob’s terms of call and recommended to the 
Session an increase of 10% for our custodians and a 3.0% pay raise for the remaining staff for 
2017. 
 
We look forward to the coming year and the opportunity to continue working with the staff 
and all the many volunteers who help make First United a place that glorifies God. 
 

Dede Farquhar, Sheila Misselhorn and Jim Nicholas  
 

Stewardship Committee 
 

Jackie Bainter attended the Stewardship Kaleidoscope held in San Antonio, Texas, on February 
28-March 2, 2016. The committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Members of the 
committee are Rev. Rob Dyer, Dale Vandiver, Karen Thompson, and Robert Wells. Rev. Rob 
Dyer presented a class in July:  Making Your Funeral Meaningful. During the Stewardship 
Campaign, Session members did a moment in each service and spoke on how the ministry of 
First United Presbyterian Church affected their life. Speakers were Kristen Link, Joe Fedak, 
John Mann and Karen Miear. A panel of Committee Chairman and members of Session 
Committees spoke on their dreams of activities which would require more funds from yearly 
pledges. Those who presented were Jim Nicholas, Kari Bechtold, Joy Baltz, Kristen Link and Ed 
Langen.  
 

Financial Secretary, Pat Olson, printed the materials for the campaign and helped with the 
mailing. Many thanks to the congregation for getting their pledges in promptly so the Budget 
Committee could prepare the 2017 budget. As of December 2016, 160 pledges have been 
received for a total of $500,512.00. 
 

Submitted by Jackie Bainter 
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Worship Committee 
 

The Worship Committee was assisted this year by the Creative Worship Committee in planning 
meaningful services to the congregation. Members of the Worship Committee were Amy 
Abernathy, Jackie Bainter, Rev. Rob Dyer, Todie Elsea, Jerry Gaskill, Ed Langen, Terri O’Saben, 
Dick Palmer, Susy Rybicki and Betty Scherrer. 
 
Ash Wednesday services began the Lenten season. Maundy Thursday was celebrated using 
the theme of a Worship Feast. Palms were provided for Palm Sunday. Bows and lilies were 
provided on Easter Sunday. 
 
Creative Worship provided special services in August with Gifts from God celebrating the 
different gifts that God gives people to worship. Scottish Heritage was celebrated on 
Reformation Sunday, October 30. 
 
Training was provided for new and returning ushers in January. Junior Usher and Acolyte 
training introduced fourteen youth to service during worship. 
 
The Worship Committee organized cleaning of the Sanctuary in July. The Hanging of the 
Greens was celebrated in November. 
 
Communion was scheduled the first Sunday of every month with additional servings on 
Maundy Thursday and Christmas Eve. Homebound communion was scheduled each quarter.    
The list of homebound recipients was updated each quarter with help from the Deacons. 
 
Four special offerings were organized by the Worship Committee. The 2016 Christmas Joy 
offering of $1990.50 was disbursed to Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery. One Great Hour of Sharing 
collection provided $2099 to the Presbytery. The Pentecost Offering was split between CASA of 
Belleville ($400) and Giddings-Lovejoy ($600). The Peace and Global Witness offering was 
distributed 25% to the Belleville Interfaith Food Pantry and 75% to Giddings-Lovejoy. 
 
Children’s Chapel program provides meaningful worship for children 3 years to 3rd grade 
during the 10:30 service time. The numbers attending this special service continue to grow. 
 

Submitted by Amy Abernathy 
 

Music Report 
 

There have not been significant changes to the music program at First United Presbyterian 
Church since the 2015 report. 
 
As stated in the 2015 report, our organist/pianist, Dennis Bergin, is an exceptionally talented 
and experienced church musician. He continues to bless our congregation with stunning solo 
organ music and expert accompaniment for the choir and special musical guests. I was 
particularly impressed this year with Dennis' adaptability and willingness to take on the extra 
work load of accompanying special music, Prime Chime and United Bells, and special musical 
events. We are lucky to have him! 
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The Chancel Choir continued to grow in 2016. I’ve continued to work hard to make the choir 
an inclusive and inviting group and the results are apparent. With the addition of several new 
singers our choir better reflects the diversity of our congregation. We're also continuing the 
"Choral Scholars" program in which collegiate music students develop their talents and support 
our choir as paid participants. Not only has our choir improved dramatically, but we are also 
reaching out to young men and women who otherwise might have no affiliation or contact 
with Christianity. We are showing them an accepting, supportive, and loving example of 
Christianity as a lifestyle, rather than simply an affiliation. On June 5, the Chancel Choir 
presented a three movement work titled "Te Deum" by the American composer, Dan Forrest. 
They were accompanied by a small orchestra of flute, oboe, French horn, violin, cello, harp, 
percussion (timpani & chimes), & organ. It was a tremendous achievement for our music 
program and had a lasting positive impact on our congregation. 
 
On December 18 the Chancel Choir presented a Christmas cantata titled, "A Musical Reflection 
of the Advent Candles,” during the 10:30 service. This program included eight anthems sung 
by the choir (which included over 30 singers!) and personal reflections by Maggie Baltz, 
Kristen Link, Keely Giles, and Shirley Samples. 
 
Prime Chime continues to thrive under the direction of Julia Weeks. The ensemble performed 
several times throughout 2016 and plans to continue in 2017. As director of United Bells, 
I’ve found the group to be a wonderful experience and I look forward to continued growth and 
improvement. Both sets of handbells and chimes were completely refurbished in the fall and 
should be in good playing condition for many years to come. 
 
In 2016 I tried to place emphasis on developing the Special Music offerings throughout the 
year. In some cases this meant encouraging and coaching both soloists and small groups from 
within the church. At other times I created ensembles that mixed church members and 
musicians from my life outside the church (SWIC students & faculty, members of the St. Louis 
Chamber Chorus, and other friends and colleagues) to present complex music that inspired 
both the congregation and the performers. 
 
I’m delighted to report that music ministry is alive and well at FUPC. 2016 was a time of joyful 
celebration and I look forward to 2017 with excitement and enthusiasm! 
 

Andy Jensen, Director of Music 
 

MEDIA MINISTRY 
 

Audio/Video Ministry 
 

The goal of the Audio/Video Ministry Team is to enhance the worship of God through the use 
of up-to-date technology. The team was established in 2003. Audio/Video support is provided 
to the 10:30am Sunday Worship Services. A/V support can also be provided to the 8:00am 
Sunday Worship Service and Wednesday Night services. 
 
A/V support is also provided for other church events such as Sunday School, music programs, 
weddings, funerals, caring programs, and the Youth Ministry. Groups within the church, 
including the Mission Teams, Presbyterian Women, Helmsmen, and Merry Mates, have been 
provided A/V support. 
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Audio and video capabilities are available in the Sanctuary, Chapel, Cornell Commons, 
Children’s Chapel, the Youth rooms and Eversull Hall. Audio and video feeds are available from 
the sanctuary to Cornell Commons and Children’s Chapel. Audio feed is also available to the 
Crib and Toddler Rooms. 
 
Pre-service graphic announcements are created to inform the congregations of upcoming 
events and needs of the church. These announcements are viewed in the Sanctuary and 
Cornell Commons. 
 
Audio recordings of sermons are created, edited and made available on the church website. 
 
Thank you to the Audio/Video Ministry Team volunteers who have given their talents and time 
to this ministry.   
 
With God’s help we will continue to find new media ways to bring the timeless message of the 
Gospel to our church. 
 

Loren Elliott, Director of Audio/Video Ministries 
 

Youth Ministries Committee 
 

Youth Ministries had a great and prosperous year in 2016. We are continuing to develop our 
ministries in many forms and forums; the primary goal is to provide quality Christian activities, 
educational programs and direction for our youth at First United Presbyterian Church. Youth 
Ministries has an engaging volunteer group who provide an amazing example of Christian 
lifestyle for our youth to emulate. These volunteers are at work and play through the week as 
Sunday school teachers, Wednesday night KIX and TIM group sponsors, and varied event 
coordinators. It would be nearly impossible to accomplish our important undertaking without 
the enthusiasm, commitment and selflessness of each and every one these volunteers. Many 
shouts of thanks go out to ALL of our Youth volunteers making a big difference in the FUPC 
Youth Ministries program in 2016! They include: KIX: Natalie Bill, Mike Giles, John Guinn, 
Cathy Jensen (spring of 2016), and Andy Link. For TIMs, the 2015 volunteers included: Joe 
and Brenda Fedak, Chris and Angie Sheridan, and Will Weeks. Sunday School teachers 
included: Kari Bechtold, Anne Dulski, Mandy Guinn, Ed and Cyndi Langen, Dan O’Saben, Sue 
Perez, Susy Rybicki, and Will Weeks. 
 

FUPC Youth are constantly on the go with a wide variety of activities within the walls of the 
church and in the local and far-reaching community outside the confines of the premises. Both 
youth groups continued to meet on Wednesday evenings for food, fun and fellowship. 
Wednesday Night Live continued to be used as a time for volunteers, members of the church, 
and members of the community to share personal stories of their faith. This has been a 
fantastic opportunity for the youth to learn about what faith looks like in other people’s lives.  
Topics were focused on characteristics of Christian leadership.  These topics included trust, 
servanthood, love, integrity, respect, responsibility, peace and empathy. 
 

KIX and TIM youth also continued to meet on Sunday mornings for Sunday school. Topics in 
2016 included the Beatitudes, Hebrews, World Religions, talking about your faith, Acts, 
Revelation, Parables, Creation, Old Testament figures, spiritual gifts, stewardship, grief and 
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loss, Advent and Christmas. The TIM youth led the Sharing Faith with Children time during the 
10:30 worship service twice in 2016. 
 
In 2016, we continued with programs that the youth have always enjoyed such as Wednesday 
Night Youth Group, lock-ins, winter trips, and KIX/TIM trips. In the spring of 2016, the Senior 
Recognition Luncheon highlighted those TIM seniors who were graduating high school this 
year. The KIX group went to Great Escape this past summer while the TIMs group enjoyed a 
trip to Somerville, TN. In the fall of 2016, the TIMs held a retreat at Mound Ridge. 
Additionally, YM coordinated the bonfire alongside the Flag Football game in October. 
 
KIX and TIM youth can be seen in many different leadership roles around the church. They are 
ushers, liturgists, leading the Sharing Faith with Children time during worship, working in the 
Crib and Toddler rooms on Sundays, writing and leading worship services (Youth Led 
Worship), and sharing music during worship. 
 
Youth Ministries continued in the tradition of popular fund raisers and benefits that were 
successful again this past year including the Souper Bowl of Caring, Winter Trivia night (raised 
over $3,400), and the Youth Ministries Golf Benefit Tournament (over $3,000) to be split 
between PYC, KIX, and TIM. 
 

The 2016 YMC members were:  Kaitie Kautz (Director of Youth Ministries), Natalie Bill, Lorenzo 
Clayton, and Leah Lankford (Elder and Committee Chair). 
 

We continued to use documents this year which helped keep our committee organized and 
focused during 2016: the Youth Ministries Timeline and the 3-Year Goals and 1-Year 
Benchmarks documents. The 3-Year Goals and 1-Year Benchmark document is a list of major 
goals the YMC would like to achieve throughout the year and a plan for execution.  The 
Timeline is a document that outlines tasks by month to be completed by Kaitie and the YMC.  
In April, YMC hosted a new goal setting session to refocus and discern where God is calling 
the youth of FUPC for the next three years. Each YMC member signed up for at least one or 
more benchmarks.  
 

Our Director of Youth Ministries, Kaitie Kautz, continued to impress us all with her connection 
to both the youth AND the Elders in our church. She is a visionary and pioneering, keeping the 
youth interested and engaged in the manifold weekly, monthly, and many other activities at 
First United. 
 
We hope 2017 is as exciting, educational, productive, and enjoyable as was enjoyed this past 
year. 
 

In Christ, 
Natalie Bill, Lorenzo Clayton, Leah Lankford, Youth Ministries Committee Chair, and Kaitie 
Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries  
 
BOARD OF DEACONS  
 

“The ministry of deacons as set forth in scripture is one of compassion, witness and service, 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the 
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oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress.”  Extract 
from the Book of Order, G-2.0201 
 
To that end the twenty members of Board of Deacons made 392 calls and 697 visits during 
2016. In addition, Deacons sent 672 cards and provided countless meals primarily to those on 
our care list. 
 
While these numbers seem impressive, the Deacons realized that what they were doing was 
not enough. They wanted to be part of the effort to assure that each church member would 
be confident that his or her needs—spiritual and other—would be met within the church. At 
the same time the Deacons realized that, left on their own, they could not physically keep up 
with the demands that wider and deeper care would entail. They had to become more 
efficient, and they had to involve the wider congregation in ministering to those within their 
care. 
 
To widen and deepen care the deacons 

 Held a visioning session in July facilitated by Pastor Rob. 
 Established a Pastor Assistance Team of four deacons to meet monthly with Pastor Rob 

to deal with immediate needs and to identify persons needing to be on the Deacon Care 
List. 

 Streamlined the provision of meals through a team consisting of Jan Dorris and Caryn 
Meder.  Jan has a list of members of the wider congregation who are willing to work 
with the Deacons to take meals to those in need, and Caryn is the care coordinator for 
the board.   (This complements but does not replace the Loaves and Fishes Ministry 
that is currently on hiatus because of construction.) 

 Started a fellowship group for members of FUPC living at the Colonnade.  The group 
meets once a month and other residents of the Colonnade are welcome, too.   

 Invited members of the church to enhance care to persons on the Deacons’ Care List 
through an Advent project.  Church members chose a member’s name from an angel 
tree and agreed to contact that person four or five times throughout the year with a 
card, small gift, or visit. 

 Revamped the budget to focus on providing direct benevolence rather than making 
contributions to community organizations.  This change was intended to avoid 
duplication with contributions that the Mission Committee makes and to align the 
budget with our goal. 
 

In addition to these new efforts, Deacons continue to  

 Prepare the elements for Communion throughout the year. 
 Accompany Elders in delivering Communion to the homebound. 
 Deliver bananas and good cheer to residents of nursing homes. 

 Sponsor the Prayer Shawl Ministry which has given 1,511 shawls to persons 
experiencing a crisis. 

 Fund the Parish Nurse, Loaves and Fishes, and the Grief Share Ministry. 

 Maintain a closet of medical equipment and loan it as needed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Jo Ann Rushing 
Chair, 2016 Board of Deacons 
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BOARD OF DEACONS 2016 
 

CLASS OF 2016 CLASS OF 2017 CLASS OF 2018 
   
JANICE DORRIS TOM CAHOON BETTY BUCKNELL 
GRACE FARINAS NANCY CAHOON GIGI COX 
LINDA GURR CYNDI LANGEN MARSHA HEAD 
DEE MANN DAVE MISSELHORN KIM HUBBARD 
CARYN MEDER PHYLLIS PARRISH BETTY MCROBERTS 
JO ANN RUSHING ABBY SMITH MARIAN MORRIS 
KAREN THURIG  BOB SAMPLES 

 
Parish Nurse 

 

I continue to make numerous visits to church members and their families in their homes, 
hospitals, nursing homes, and assisted-living facilities. I go with parishioners to doctor visits 
and hospital stays as their medical advocate – to help them better understand their illness, 
med management, treatment if ordered, pain control, etc. I do safety assessments in their 
homes to prevent falls. If safety is a concern, I try to help them understand why it’s no longer 
safe for them to reside at home. I have taken them to visit assisted-living areas and obtained 
info for them to consider; but then they and family members make their own decisions. Safety 
and prevention are of great concern to me. I have been instrumental in setting up the Safety 
Program here at FUPC. To help feed the hungry, I deliver a case or more of bananas to the 
Food Pantry each month. For the Summer Sack Lunch program, I helped with the shopping 
and delivered lunches to the children. I attend monthly Parish Nurse meetings and workshops 
to learn more about new medical/surgical techniques. I also serve as a Stephen Minister and 
visit with those assigned to me. My goal is to help those in need to be healthy and well in 
body, mind and spirit. 
    

Submitted by Joyce Lied, Parish Nurse 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

The Board of Trustees addressed numerous projects in 2016, some anticipated and planned, 
many others which arose throughout the year. Some, but not all of the accomplishments, were 
as follows: 
 
Administration Committee: 
 Worked on and developed a long term plan for cloud storage of church files  
 Implemented iDrive backup of server 
 Developed a plan for review of document storage and scanning of documents for future  

viewing and retrieval  
 
Indoor Committee: 
 Replaced 84 fluorescent lights in the music room 
 Contracted to have the Chapel’s stain glass windows replaced (anticipated completion in  

summer of 2017) 
 Sought and received bids for chapel pew upholstering and renovation 
 Made plans to replace sink in Cornell Commons with a new double sink 
 Replaced 22 year old, 90 gallon water heater 
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 Received Fire Inspection approval after numerous upgrades/repairs 
 
Outdoor Committee: 
 Installed extra roof drains to assist with water removal 
 Upgraded lighting and painted parking bumpers in Royal Heights lot to improve safety  

concerns 
 Installed playground equipment for project begun in 2015  
 Assisted with developing a plan for improvement of outdoor signage 
 
Issues with the sewer system continued in 2016 and after extensive research it was concluded 
that the system was inadequately designed and/or constructed. A new system will be installed 
in 2017. 
 
None of what was accomplished would have been possible without the help of each Trustee, 
the church staff, Session, and numerous volunteers from the congregation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Don Darnell; President 
 
 
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
 

The Investment Trustees Committee continued to prepare a quarterly summary of investment 
funds for reporting to the Trustees by summarizing the financial data received from New 
Covenant Funds. The information for the third quarter 2016 is complete with fourth quarter 
results not available as this report is prepared. On September 30, 2016, the invested fund 
market balance of all other accounts was $1,204,980.60, an increase of $41,693.77 from 
December 31, 2015. The change was the result of better performance in the market, mostly in 
the third quarter. Expected changes in the fourth quarter should continue the positive results. 
The general outlook for 2017 is fairly neutral, with a slightly bearish (or down) bias. 
  
This report has been prepared using a report of actual fund balances as of December 31, 
2015 compared to fund balances on September 31, 2016. 
  
New Covenant Funds are invested to utilize a conservative, balanced approach to the market. 
The Funds are invested in socially responsible securities and stock.  
 
Investment activity for the nine months ended September 30, 2016 is as follows: 
 
Market Value - 12/31/15   $1,163,286.83  
Contributions       $ 0.00  
Disbursements       ($ 18,014.37)  
Earned Income        $ 10,907.62  
Unrealized Gain/Loss      $ 77,716.67  
Market Value - 9/30/16    $1,204,980.60 
 

Respectfully submitted, Diane Winland, Investment Trustee 
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Ambassadors 
 

A faithful Ambassador may be found at the Welcome Table in the Commons area each Sunday 
prior to the 10:30 am service for the purpose of greeting worshipers. A special effort is made 
to welcome any visitor and offer information and assistance as is appropriate. Ambassadors 
are trained to know how to direct visitors to various childcare services, Sunday School classes, 
rest rooms and other church facilities and how to hand off to other resources if needed, such 
as Greeters, Ushers, and the Pastor. 
 
Hearing aids and church organization/activity brochures are available. Those presently serving 
as Ambassadors are:  Rosemary Ehrstein, Norma Jackson, Roger & Brenda Doll, Jerry & 
Sharon Gaskill; Daphne Sumner is the 5th Sunday. Church members interested in becoming an 
Ambassador should contact Babs Hill or the Church Office. You will truly enjoy greeting the 
worshipers as they enter the sanctuary for the Sunday morning service. 
 

Faith in Fiction 
 

Faith in Fiction has five active members that get together each month to discuss a book 
selected the month before. We read 12 books a year. There are also people who read the 
selected books on their own. 
 

Submitted by Susy Rybicki 
 

Friends Dine Out 
 

Friends Dine Out was an informal group of FUPC members, family and friends. They met the 
first Monday of every month at different restaurants in the area for food and fellowship. They 
had two callers for reservations:  Betty Bucknell and Marcia Mellone. Marcia Mellone passed 
away on November 1, 2016, and Betty Bucknell retired, so the Friends Dine Out group has 
disbanded. The restaurants for 2016 were Joe's Crab Shack, Tim & Joe's, The Olive Garden, 
Tavern on Main, Main Street Brewery, Bella Milano, Smokey Bones, Longhorn Steak House, 
Ravanelli’s (in Collinsville), Agostino's, Ruby Tuesday's, and Fletcher's.  
 

Helmsmen Mariners 
 

The Helmsmen Mariners had a busy and fulfilling year of service in 2016. We began the year 
with a crew of 57 members and ended with 59. We “Tied On” several new members including 
Lena May Gamblin, Bill Gamblin, Virginia Hartzell, and Dennis and Clydea Hampel. However, 
we also experienced the loss of several of our longest active members including Martha 
Gustus, Lois Karibian, and Adam Landry. Each will be sorely missed, and we will carry their 
memory with us in our hearts forever. In addition, another longtime member, Alice Correale, 
moved to Arizona. 
 
The speakers at our monthly meetings provided a wide and varying range of interesting topics. 
Pastor Rob kicked off the year by presenting his annual “State of the Church” address. In 
February, Matt Bruss from Family Hospice gave an outstanding presentation on what hospice 
care can and cannot provide. In March, our own Gene Johnson gave a presentation on his and 
June’s travels on Route 66. April featured Katherine Witzig gave a presentation on “Fun with 
Fallacies.” In October, SWIC presenter Pat Etling gave a presentation on “Mission and 
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Volunteer Work.” Finally, our own Bob Cook gave a fascinating talk about the Founding 
Fathers and the Declaration of Independence. 
 
Although we did not hold regular meetings during the months of May through August, we 
went on several fun outings including dinner at the Tapestry Room in Lebanon followed by a 
play at the Looking Glass Dinner Theatre; a night at the Grizzly Ball Park; a day at the Science 
Center including a choice of movies at the OmniMax Theatre; and a fun night at a Grizzly 
baseball game. We capped off the summer with our annual picnic with the Merry Mates as our 
special guests.  
 
The Helmsmen were also faithful to our charter to serve and provide Christian outreach by co-
hosting the Annual Woodcarver’s Dinner in May and the Woodcarver’s Show at the Belleville 
Fair Grounds in November.  
 
In March and September, we continued our joint ministry with the FUPC Presbyterian Women 
to co-host both the spring and fall Rummage Sales.  
 
Finally, we were delighted to lend our assistance to the hard-working Session Hospitality 
Committee by taking our turn serving as Hospitality Hosts on two Sundays. 
 
We capped our year with a wonderful night of dining, trivia, singing Christmas carols and 
fellowship at our annual Christmas Dinner in Eversull Hall. 
 
We are looking forward to another exciting year of Christian Service and nurturing fellowship 
under the leadership of our officers for 2017: 

Skippers – John and Dee Mann 
First Mates – Chuck and Karen Thurig 
Log keepers – Amy Brummitt 
Pursers – Dwight and Joyce Lied 
Cargo – John & Dee Mann 
Chaplain – Amy Brummitt 

 
The Helmsmen meet the third Saturday of the month, with the exception of May – August 
when we participate in different outings in the local area. We begin at 6:00 pm with an 
invocation followed by a potluck dinner, a presentation by a guest speaker, a short business 
meeting, and, most importantly, lots of Christian Fellowship. All FUPC members and their 
friends, whether they are members or not, are eligible to become an official Helmsman 
Mariners. And of course, visitors are always welcome! We invite you to come and visit with us 
anytime whether you are thinking of becoming a member or not. Of course, we will do our 
very best to encourage you to join! 
   
 

Respectfully Submitted, John and Dee Mann, 2016 Skippers 
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Loaves and Fishes 
 

The Loaves and Fishes mission team met twice this year. We made approximately 60 items 
including soups and casseroles. With the onset of the building renovations it was concluded 
that the meals could not be made in the kitchen due to dust and debris. Therefore a message 
was sent out in the Steeple about the stoppage but added that anyone needing meals should 
contact Mary Pollock or the church. There have been only a few who have called.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Pollock 
 

MaryMarthas 
 

The MaryMarthas Life Group has been meeting on a monthly basis. We are a faith-based 
group of women who are able to talk and enjoy time together. We not only support one 
another, but we also provide support to our families when needed. We volunteer to host 
coffee hour on occasion throughout the year. If the need arises, we will provide a meal or 
baked goods for a variety of different occasions. We are blessed to have one another for 
emotional, physical and emotional support. 
 

Submitted by Leah Lankford 
 

Merry Mates 
 

Merry Mates is a life group with our primary purpose to provide an opportunity for men and 
women to participate together in Christian fellowship and in the life of the church.   
Our meetings were held the second Friday of each month from March through December. We 
gather at 6 pm and enjoy a potluck dinner at 6:30 pm. A business meeting and program 
follow. We normally meet in Eversull Hall but due to the church construction the October, 
November, and December meetings were held in Cornell Commons. Programs included a night 
of Bingo, a presentation by Bruce Reeder as a Private for the North during the Civil War, and a 
talk by Erik Arneson, the area director of the Fellowship of Christian athletes. In June, 
Helmsmen were invited to join us for a picnic in Eversull Hall. July was an outing to the 
Grizzlies game. Other programs were presented by Rachel Jackson, director of Project 
Compassion; Stephanie Foltz and Katie Kautz, Know Your Church; Dennis Bergin, organ music; 
and Mardi Mauch, winter bird feeding. We completed the year with our annual Christmas party 
with delicious appetizers and the white elephant gift exchange.   
 
Our fund raisers included the plant sale and the annual Cookie Walk. $1,000 was given to 
graduating SWIC students who sing in the choir and $300 was given to the Interfaith Food 
Pantry. Our balance in the treasury will be donated to the Trustees for church projects. We 
served as coffee hour hosts in August, September, and December. We also had a table at the 
Mission Fair.  
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The officers for 2016 were President: Vicki McAdams, Vice President: Bob Samples, Co-
Secretaries:  Donna Nicholas and Carol Purviance, Treasurer:  Bob McCammon, Chaplains: 
Larry and Sharon Scott.   
 
We started the year with 50 active members, lost one to a move, and gained four new 
members. 
 
Merry Mates extends a warm welcome to anyone who’s interested to join us for fun and 
fellowship. 
 

Submitted by Donna Nicholas, Secretary 
 

Moms’ Group 
 

This was the fourth year of our Moms' Group. We met the second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month until the end of May, from 10-12. We had volunteers that rotated to provide 
childcare. At each meeting, a different mom volunteered to lead us in a conversation, craft, or 
activity. We also took turns bringing items for a potluck brunch. We spent our time laughing, 
seeking advice and enjoying a respite from mothering. During the summer we attempted 
some play dates. 
 

We had 3-6 different mothers, members of our church and community members, who 
attended Moms’ group. Due to decline in attendance and the inability to locate volunteers for 
childcare, we decided as a group to dissolve. Priorities for the core group of Mothers who were 
attending had changed and most Mothers in our church with young children work during the 
day. We discussed changes to the day and time, but there was not enough interest to 
continue. We had a great time supporting each other and getting to know each other better, 
and appreciate the church’s support that made the group possible. 
 

Beth Lind 

 
Potlucks With a Purpose 

 

This Life Group for women was organized by Shirley Samples in October of 2012. Since then 
the group has met quarterly on the fourth Tuesday of the month, and in 2016 gathered in 
January, April, July, and October. As of January 2017, we begin our fifth year of existence, still 
going strong. At our October 2016 meeting, Shirley handed over the leadership role to me, 
and I hope to do even half as well as she has done in that role. 
 
The basic purposes of the group are to enjoy food and fellowship, and to raise funds for a 
special mission project. Those who attend bring a potluck dish to share and then each one 
donates her “Dining-Out Dollars” –the money that might have been spent eating out at a 
restaurant--for the designated project. The following projects were selected and funded in 
2016, for a total of over $1800: 
 
CHASI of Southern Illinois: the Children’s Home and Aid Society and its ongoing mission to 
foster healthy child development and to strengthen families ($450) 
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Caritas Family Solutions: a child welfare and family services agency, working to help people of 
all ages build healthy, productive lives ($511) 
 
Blessing Belleville (for Beacon Ministries): a fundraising banquet, organized by Ally Dyer, for 
ongoing missions to serve, protect, and feed the needy in our community. ($577) 
 
The Covering House: an organization that serves as a place of refuge and restoration for girls 
who have been sexually trafficked or exploited ($312) 
 
Scheduled dates for 2017 gatherings are:  January 24, April 25, July 25 and October 24. 
 

Yours in faith, Sheila Misselhorn 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
 

There were many prayers this year - 289 and 22 thank you/updates. The Chain members of 
which there are 41 sent a lot of prayers out as we ask that they pray for at least a week for 
each request. We are thankful and appreciate the time that each member gives to this 
mission. 
 

CoChairpersons, Joy Didier and Beth Sheldon 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

Blessings abound! It has been yet another very positive and productive year for this ministry. 
In June we had a gathering of about 65 women who belong to prayer shawl groups in our 
area … from Highland to Freeburg to Millstadt and many more. It was a lovely tea with the 
opportunity to not only meet others but to see their ideas and share stories. Pastor Rob in his 
opening remarks said that prayer shawls often open a difficult visit with someone suffering 
just by saying, “I have a gift for you.” But the gifts are returned many times over by the lovely 
notes, comments, and thanks received for the comfort of the shawls. At this writing we are 
just about to reach 1500 shawls gifted! Again, it is not the number of shawls but rather the 
number of folks who have need of this touch that is so important. We, the CHIX WITH 
STICKS, again thank the Deacons and those of you whose donations support this outreach 
ministry. We welcome anyone who would like to explore this opportunity! 
 

Submitted by Betty McRoberts 
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All women of the church are considered members of Presbyterian Women and are invited 
to join our circles, attend the monthly Gatherings, take part in social events, and 
participate in the mission opportunities and fundraising projects. 
We commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the 
mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women who strengthen the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and 
witness to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Our officers for the 2016-2017 year are: 
     Moderator:  Mary Jo Mordhorst 
  Vice Moderator:  Rosemary Ehrstein 
     Secretary:  Donna Nicholas 
  Treasurer:  Carol Purviance 
 
Our PW year runs from September through May. Monthly Gatherings were held in March, 
May, September, November, and December on the first Friday of the month at 11:30 am. 
The Circles and CT serve as hostesses and interesting programs are arranged by the 
Program Chairman. Programs for the year included Reverend Miriam Foltz talking about 
the UKirk Ministry, Tatting and Lace Making presented by Sandy Kane, a power point 
presentation by David Grove on the Gateway Arch, and the barbershop quartet 
“Instruments of Faith” presenting a spiritual Christmas program. In October a Day Out 
was taken to the Victoria Home Museum and Emma Kunze House in Belleville with lunch 
afterwards at Fischer’s Restaurant. 
 
We support many local and worldwide missions throughout the year. $2,500 was 
donated to Presbyterian Preschool, Bethany Place, Call for Help, Church Women United, 
Children’s Home and Aid, Community Interfaith Food Pantry, Kindercottage, St. John 
Bosco Center, SWIC Soup Program, Violence Prevention Center, Farmington Children’s 
Center, and Marion Medical Mission. $5,000 was also donated to the John Bosco Center 
for the new Girl’s Wing. We also individually collect special offerings which include the 
Celebration of Giving Pledge, Thank Offering, Birthday Offering, Fellowship of the Least 
Coin, Cents-Ability Offering, and Blankets+.  
 
We support the local community by giving caps and mittens at Christmas and small 
books and toys at Easter to the Uni-Pres Kindercottage. Also, we filled Christmas 
stockings for the St. John Bosco Children’s Center, and we continue to make headbands. 
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Our fund raisers were a Salad Luncheon and Fashion Show, two Rummage Sales, co-
sponsored with the Helmsmen, and a Bakeless Bake Sale. 
 
We had a food booth at the Mission Festival and we hosted coffee hour. We continue to 
serve lunches after the funerals of our church family.  
 
PW’s Honorary Life membership this year was presented to Dawn Sitton for her devoted 
service to the church.   
 
Three circles meet monthly from September through May for Bible study and fellowship. 
All the circles have Outreach Members whom they contact with cards and gifts during the 
year.  
 

Lydia Circle meets the 1st Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room   
Lamplighters Circle meets the 3rd Tuesday at 1:00 pm in Eversull Hall 
Hannah Circle meets the 3rd Wednesday at 11:30 am in Eversull Hall 

 
Come join us at any of the Gatherings or Circle Meetings. 
Mary Jo Mordhorst, Moderator 
Donna Nicholas, Secretary  
 

Quilters 
 

The quilters have 6 regular members. We meet every week on Tuesday from 9-2 with an hour 
for lunch. We bring our own and sometimes add a special snack for everyone. In 2016 we 
quilted at least four queen sized quilts for people who requested our service and one quilt that 
was raffled to benefit the Professional Church Vocations Fund. We also hosted and led a Quilt 
Week in the middle of June for interested women. We had a good and productive time and are 
planning a repeat this year. Then on July 6-9, we spent 3 days at a quilt retreat in Danville, 
Illinois. In September we helped the International Mission Festival. We hosted coffee hour in 
July and in October. The quilters are also responsible for the prayer quilts presented at the 
time of the baptisms. 
 

Submitted by Billie Chaney 
 

Sand Dollars  
 

The Sand Dollars of First United Presbyterian Church meet the first Friday in January-May and 
September – November in Eversull Hall for food and fellowship. Summer months are social 
activities and December is our Christmas Party at a local venue. A variety of social events are 
held throughout the year. Our group has participated in many of the church's events and 
opportunities such as serving as church officers, Committees, coffee hour hosts, church 
maintenance projects, Adult mission trips, Youth events, Sunday school, VBS, and more. 
 
The Sand Dollars were formed 34 years ago.  The following officers served in 2016: 
 Skippers:  Mike and Karen Cassano 
 Pursers:  Bob and Nancy Lonsdale 
 Log Keepers:  Jeff and Kay Schanuel 
 Chaplain:   Dee McCarty 
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The group’s major fundraiser was working at the annual Woodcarvers’ Show held at the St. 
Clair County Fairgrounds in November and helping to clean-up after the Woodcarvers’ yearly 
dinner in May. Money raised by working these events was contributed to various organizations 
and projects within the church and the community: 

 $200 for Youth Trivia Night to support PYC, KIX, and TIM youth groups.  
 $250 to UKirk Campus ministries. 
 $1000 to sponsor a Family of 12 for Children’s Home & Aid (CHASI) families. 

 
Social and service activities this past year included: 

 In January, we hosted a coffee hour. 
 In February, the Annual Super Bowl Party was held at the Nicholson’s  

home; supported Youth Ministries Trivia Night through donations and participated at 
three tables 

 In March, we supported the local fish fries in the community every Friday during lent 
and hosted the 33nd Annual Easter Bunny Breakfast with an attendance of 150+. 

 In April, we hosted a coffee hour. 
 In May, we assisted the Woodcarvers with their annual awards dinner and 

participated in the Ministries Sunday. 
 In June, we went to Fairmont for the horse races. 
 In July, we hosted a coffer hour and had a swim party at the Geiger’s home. 
 In September, our annual fall picnic was held at the Church pavilion and we 

sponsored a table with dishes from China during the International Mission Festival. 
 In October, several members participated in the Annual Church Golf Tournament; 

we hosted a coffee hour and had a picnic/bonfire at the Misselhorns. 
 In November, we worked and supported the 46th Midwestern Woodcarvers’ Show 

Friday-Sunday and set-up and decorated the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary. 
 In December, we had our annual Christmas dinner and party. Many members 

donated gift items and gift cards to support the Family of 12 we chose through 
CHASI sponsorship. 

 
Visitors and new members of First United are welcome to come to our monthly potluck and 
fellowship, including children. It is best to contact one of the officers to advise them of your 
attendance, especially if child care is needed. 
The Sand Dollar officers elected for 2017 are: 
 Skippers:  Mike and Karen Cassano  
 Pursers:  Bob and Nancy Lonsdale 
 Log Keepers:  Jeff and Kay Schanuel 
  
We would like to thank the members of Sand Dollars for their active support in 2016. In 
addition, we’d like to thank our church community for its commitment to our group. We 
welcome the opportunity to serve as Skippers for the upcoming year and wish the officers 
much success in 2017. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Mike and Karen Cassano 
2016 Skippers 
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Sports Ministry 
 

The Sports and Fitness Ministry of First United Presbyterian Church formed during the fall of 
2012 with a mission to engage the church membership and surrounding community in 
meaningful fellowship and to increase the general fitness level of the congregation through 
sports and fitness related activities. 
 
Sports Ministry enjoyed more fun, games, and fellowship in 2016 including knocker ball and 
flag football. The volleyball teams competed through the winter and the March Mission 
Madness bracket challenge raised $600 for FUPC missions. Team FURST once again competed 
in the Beacon Ministries 5K and won the team participation competition. As summer waned, 
softball earned its fifth consecutive church league playoff berth, finishing as a semi-finalist. 
 

Submitted by Brian Dulski 
 

Veterans’ Group 
 

Although the Veterans’ Life Group only started in September, we have been quite busy.  
 

 In October we conducted a Church Member Veteran Survey and identified 45 veterans 
and their families. This will give us a great baseline from which to develop fellowship 
programs and determine how to better serve our Church families and veterans in our 
local communities. 

 

 One of our new-member requests was to insure that our Church youth groups had a 
better understanding of “What is a Veteran?” On November 9, we attended a 
Wednesday PYC/KIX/TIM Youth Activities Night and discussed “How God Helped Us 
While Serving Our Country.” We received many good questions, and the children 
appeared very interested in our stories. 

 

 On November 12 we held our First Annual Veteran Pancake Breakfast. It was quite 
successful, serving over 100 breakfasts! A very big thanks to all those who helped 
during that busy morning. We displayed military flags and of course the American Flag 
and POW Flag, handouts for veteran-related materials, and also displayed Shawn 
Lankford’s special Navy jacket, showing all the locations, missions, and units he was 
part of while deployed. 

 
 On December 13 we went to Jefferson Barracks Hospital and met with the manager of 

St. Louis Fisher House, Vanniecia Brown, and Retired Navy. Vanniecia discussed the 
Mission of Fisher House and their commitment to providing free housing for military and 
veteran families while their loved ones are under VA medical care. She also gave us a 
tour of their incredible family-oriented facilities. Our life group presented Fisher House 
with a check for $400, to be used for the children and families there during the holiday 
season.  

 
 Another group recommendation was to have a monthly informal breakfast get-together 

to facilitate fellowship and develop new ideas on how to better serve our church family 
and other veterans in our community. We started this in December and look forward to 
continuing these informal get-togethers in the New Year. 
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 Our first formal meeting in 2017 will be January 29, at 12:00 pm in the Vista Room.   
 

Thanks to all our Church family who have supported our new life group. We wish you and your 
family a Happy New Year and look forward to 2017 and how we can serve each of you. 
 

Blessings to all, Ken Stange and Shawn Lankford 
 

Equipping Team 
 

The Equipping Team was formed after the Ministry Architects church wide assessment in April 
of 2013. The purpose of the Equipping Team is to help every individual discover his or her 
gifts and passions, match them to a meaningful place of service and help us know who we are 
as a church community by knowing our strengths and areas for growth. In 2016, this is how 
we lived out that mission. 
 
In 2016, the Equipping team consisted of one Elder, Mandy Guinn; the Director, Kaitie Kautz; 
at-large members, Roger Cox, Anne Dulski and Jim Nicholas; and Membership Liaison, Joy 
Baltz. Guides include Joy Baltz, Anne Dulski, Kaitie Kautz, Jim Nicholas, and Bob Samples. 
After the official launch to the congregation in August 2015, the Equipping Team focused on 
helping members discover their spiritual gifts and skills by use of the Equipping Survey and 
guide process. One of First United’s goals for 2016 is that 75% of the congregation has 
participated in an equipping process that identifies and helps them to use their specific talents 
and spiritual gifts. We fell short of that goal, reaching 120 members, or 40% of the 
worshipping congregation. The Equipping Team feels that, although we fell short of the overall 
goal, we can feel the spirit in this ministry. It has come through qualitative information from 
participants. We can confidently say that, although the team has some work to do with 
marketing the process to other congregation members, the process is working for the majority 
of the participants. We have seen purposeful results like the beginning of a new life group for 
Veterans and a longtime member who changed his ongoing commitment to the church as 
Treasurer to serve with Youth Ministries in several different capacities. The Equipping team will 
continue to be available and advertise the Equipping process. We believe that the process is 
an effective tool in helping sustain the ministries of the church while also engaging members 
in God driven service.  
 
In addition to the Equipping process, the team has identified ways in which we can be a 
blessing to the congregation. We have come up with a Volunteer Recruitment Process, helped 
systemize equipping processes in the membership process. The Membership Team is using 
Equipping process to help with member care. In addition, we feel leaders of the church need 
to be equipped to serve. In 2016, the Equipping Team hosted two training events on what it 
looks like to be an equipping church and an equipping leader and an introduction the 
leadership at FUPC for newly elected leaders.   
 
Future plans include continuing the promotion of the equipping process, helping groups and 
committees work effectively by creating and distributing an equipping toolkit, continuing to 
help the Nominating Committee with their efforts, and hosting two training events per year. 
 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each 
of you has received.”  1 Peter 4:10 
 

Mandy Guinn, Chair of Equipping 
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Grief Support Team 
 

1. FUPC periodically holds a “Needs Among Us” service to learn of serious, but unmet, needs 
that members of our congregation may have. One of the needs identified late last year was 
a ministry that brings together those who have suffered the death of a loved one, but who 
are not receiving the support they need to work through the process of grief. Sometimes 
individuals experiencing grief need more than just sympathy or offers of support from 
friends and family. They need to share their experience and feelings with others who are 
dealing with the same issues and who can better understand the challenges they face and 
the feelings they are dealing with. Recognizing this need, our church formed the FUPC 
Grief Support Team - a ministry specifically dedicated to helping individuals making their 
journey mourning to joy.  
 

2. In December of last year, we held our first, two-hour group session. The entire program 
consists of 13 weekly sessions focusing on three main themes: “Comfort” (sessions 1-5) is 
designed to help you realize that your experiences of grief are normal and what you should 
expect to experience. “Answers” (sessions 6-9) focuses on the “why” questions and 
provides advice on how to handle the circumstances and emotions that accompany your 
grief. “Hope” (sessions 10-13) gives you a vision of how God can use your grief in positive 
ways and allow you to move forward without leaving behind the memory or your loved 
one. This ministry is not limited to church members only. We invite and encourage anyone 
in the local community who is in need to attend our group sessions. 

 
3. Each session is led by a trained “facilitator” – a lay member of our congregation specially 

trained to facilitate open, healthy discussion between the group participants on the 
experiences and emotions they are dealing with as they grieve their loss. The majority of 
our facilitators are ordained deacons and Stephen Ministers. To date we have held three 
13-week sessions attended by 16 individuals who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  

 
4. Although there are many churches in the area that offer a grief support ministry, ours is 

unique because we recognize that many people who suffer the loss of a loved one are not 
comfortable expressing their feelings in a group session or even in a one-on-one caring 
relationship with a Stephen Minister. To make sure these individuals know that they are not 
alone and that our church is always there for them, we initiated a Bereavement Letter 
Ministry. This ministry sends a personal letter of support and encouragement to each 
immediate family member of the deceased person. A total of four letters are sent to each 
family member during the first year after their loss. This year alone, we have sent 72 of 
these letters. 

 
5. The FUPC Grief Support Team began our fourth 13-week session on December 4th and are 

excited to continue this important ministry.  
 

Submitted January 4, 2017 
John Mann, Grief Support Team Lead 
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Stephen Ministry 
 

The Stephen Ministry program has been a part of First United's ministry offerings for a number 
of years. One of the defining mottos of this church is “We are a Stephen Ministry 
congregation”. 
 
What is Stephen Ministry and what does this mean for the church? 
Stephen Ministry is a resource for both the pastor and the congregation. The program 
deepens, expands, and extends the caregiving capacity to the congregation relieving some of 
the burden from the pastor while still ensuring that those in need receive the best Christian 
care possible. A team of Stephen Ministers, together with a pastor, can provide ongoing care 
to more people than the pastor could alone. This also frees pastors to invest more time in 
other important ministry areas. Stephen Ministry also extends to caregiving beyond the 
church’s walls. Stephen Ministers often provide care for people in the broader community —
relatives, friends, and coworkers of congregation members; nonmembers whom the 
congregation serves; as well as military personnel and their families. This is a powerful way 
that Stephen Ministry can enhance and expand a congregation’s outreach. The Stephen 
Ministry Program directly supports the FUPC Vision 2020 Goal of Nurturing Fellowship. 
 
What are Stephen Ministers?  
Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men and women—trained to provide one-to-one 
Christian care to people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, 
chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. Stephen 
Ministers come from all walks of life. Their commonality? A passion for bringing Christ’s love 
and care to people during a time of need. Every Stephen Minister receives 50 hours of 
classroom training led by a specially trained Stephen Leader. In addition to classroom work, 
Stephen Ministers also devote many hours to outside reading assignments to learn how to 
relate to others in trouble. This enables them to empathize with those who may need a caring 
relationship. After this initial training, Stephen Ministers also meet monthly to support each 
other and conduct refresher training to make sure they are prepared to provide the best 
Christian care possible. Stephen Ministers are not substitute pastors, psychologists, or 
counselors. They are Lay Christians who work one-on-one with a person in need in order that 
God may work through them to bring healing to the care receiver. It goes without saying that 
spiritual discipleship must be an important aspect of each Stephen Minister’s character. A 
Stephen Minister begins a caring relationship when he or she is matched with a person 
experiencing a life crisis. The Stephen Minister then meets with that person on a regular basis 
to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. The caring relationship 
lasts as long as the person is in need of care. 
 
What is the current state of Stephen Ministry in our Church? 
The Stephen Ministry program at FUPC is at a crossroad and faces two major issues. 

1. While we have a total of 18 trained Stephen Ministers including one Stephen Leader, 
only seven elected to remain active as of the end of 2016. Over the course of the 2016, 
we had provided care to 12 individuals – nearly twice the number of available Stephen 
Ministers – and were unable to extend care to several others due to a lack of Stephen 
Ministers to assign. Going into 2017, we will be seriously challenged to meet the 
demands of those needing our specialized one-on-one care.  
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2. Another issue we face is an insufficient number of trained Stephen Leaders to meet the 
demand. For the past four years, we have had only one, making it increasingly difficult 
to do quality monthly training, monitor on-going Care Giver relationships, recruit new 
Stephen Ministers, and conduct the three-month training necessary to qualify new 
Stephen Ministers. We need to make it a priority to recruit and train at least one female 
Stephen Leader in addition to the current male Stephen Leader and then conduct an 
aggressive recruiting effort to identify and train new Stephen Ministers to build our core 
group and enable us to meet the needs of our congregation. 

 

  2017 FUPC STEPHEN MINISTER ACTIVE CORE GROUP: 
   John Mann (Stephen Leader) 
   Marian Morris   Joyce Lied 
   Amy Brummitt  Abbey Croissant          
   Dwight Lied    Andy Morgan 
 
Respectfully Submitted, John Mann 
Stephen Leader 
 

Transportation Ministry 
 

The Transportation Ministry at First United is made up of two separate but related entities:  
Bus Ministry and Car Ministry. The purpose of each is to arrange for and provide transportation 
to those members who are unable to drive but need a ride to Sunday morning church services 
(bus transportation), Wednesday night youth events (bus transportation), or to doctor 
appointments, hospital visits or other necessary local appointments (car transportation.) This 
special ministry welcomes adult drivers who are looking for a needed and rewarding 
experience in helping with transportation needs within our congregation. Thank you to all the 
drivers who participated in 2016. 
 

Dennis Hubbard, Bus Ministry Coordinator 
Bob Samples, Car Ministry Coordinator 
 

Vision Committee 
 

1. Members of the 2016 Vision Committee included: John Mann (Chair), Keely Giles, Marian 
Morris, and Pastor Rob Dyer. 
 

2. This year marked the conclusion of the first FUPC Three-Year Vision that began in August 
2013. That month, the former Design Team, led by Ministry Architects, held a weekend 
long Visioning Retreat attended by nearly all of the then church leaders as well as a large 
number of members of our congregation. We held four sessions with the goal of discerning 
where God is leading our church and then designed a plan – a Vision- to develop a path 
that would take us there by setting yearly goals and milestones to measure our progress 
along the way. We did not set goals that we knew we could achieve, but goals that were 
intentionally challenging and far-reaching. Goals we knew we could not reach on our own 
without trust and reliance on God. Our definition of success was not to achieve 100% of 
every goal, but to challenge every member of our congregation to grow in their faith by 
personally reflecting on what they believe; developing their personal spiritual growth; 
understanding where their spiritual gifts lie; seeking more opportunities to serve both 
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within our walls and outside in the community around us; and reaching out to non-
believers and those who have lost their faith in God.  
 

3. Below are the results of the First United Presbyterian Church 2014-2016 Vision. But we 
shouldn’t be concerned with the final number or percentage. Look beyond the goal and 
discover what is far more important: What we learned, how we have grown in our faith 
together, how we have supported and served each other and our community through this 
process, and how that has helped us become a better church family. THAT is the path 
where God is leading us and helping us grow closer to Him. 

• FAITHFUL:  

• 2016 Goal: 75% of the average worship attendance has explored and can articulate 
their personal statement of Christian faith. 

• 23% of our average worship attendance completed their personal statement of faith. 
Statements of Faith completed by our church leaders are much higher -  100% of 
session members and 60% of deacons. In addition, we published “Statements of 
Faith, Vol. 1 which captured the first 23 statements completed. Although shy of the 
2016 goal, Pastor Rob commented that “Our accomplishment marks a remarkable 
spiritual awakening within our church”. 

• GROWING: 

• 2016 Goal: 75% of the average worship attendance has participated in groups that 
focus on spiritual growth. 

• 50% of the average worship attendance participate in groups that focus on 
spiritual growth. We strongly feel that this number is higher, but we do not yet 
have the methods required to collect accurate data. During this process, we were 
able to develop an exhaustive list of all of our groups that focus on spiritual 
growth, identified several demographic groups that were under-served by the 
existing spiritual growth groups, and started at least four new groups to serve 
these under-served groups. 
 

 EQUIPPING: 
 2016 Goal: 75% of the average worship attendance has participated in an 

equipping ministry process that identifies and helps them to use their specific talents 
and spiritual gifts. 

 42% of the average worship attendance participated in the equipping ministry 
process. This is actually a remarkable number when you consider that when we 
started in 2014, we had no equipping process at all. Our Equipping Team built 
the equipping tool and continue to promote it allowing us to learn so much about 
who we are as a congregation together and as individuals. The tool is also 
proving valuable to our new members allowing them to make connections and 
become integrated to our church family much faster and easier. 

• SERVING: 

• 2016 Goal: 75% of the average worship attendance was engaged in a serving 
ministry within the community. 
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• After we developed a functioning, up-to-date tracking system, we determined 
that approximately 33% of the average worship attendance was engaged in a 
caring ministry within the church. This information will help us connect new 
people looking for ways to serve with those already serving in the community.  

• CARING: 

• 2016 Goal: 75% of the average worship attendance was engaged in a caring 
ministry within the church. 

• After we developed a functioning, up-to-date tracking system, we determined 
that approximately 33% of the average worship attendance was engaged in a 
caring ministry within the church. Well over 100 individuals were identified as 
engaging in caring ministries within our church. 

• EVANGELISM: 

• 2016 Goal: There were at least seven adult baptisms and 60 new active members 
in the past year. 

• There were at least three adult baptisms and 97 new active members over the 
past three years. Even though we were shy of the baptism goal, can we really 
consider this anything less than a victory?  The baptisms were beautiful (when is 
the last time you saw a complete immersion baptism before those Pastor Rob 
performed?) and the new active members are wonderful, active additions to our 
church family!  

 
So, what’s next? We hosted a Visioning Summit in August to outline our next set of three year 
goals. Approximately 40 church members took part in the process. We decided to plan goals 
that will span the next four years and focus on the four pillars of our mission statement: 
Meaningful Worship, Active Discipleship, Faithful Service, and Nurturing Fellowship. We are 
calling this plan Vision 2020 and will focus on one individual goal each of the four years. You 
will hear much more in the coming months. 
 

Submitted January 4, 2017 
John Mann, Vision Committee Chair 
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2016 STATISTICS 
 
Active Membership as of 12/31/15: 500   
 
Gains: 
Confirmation 0 
New Members 9 
Restored 2 
To correct number 3 
 
Total Gains: 14 
 
Losses: 
Deaths 14 
Transfers 1 
Removed 28 
 
Total Losses: 43 
 
Active Membership as of 12/31/16: 471 















PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Treasurer’s Annual Report – 2016 

 
RECEIPTS: 

Celebration Giving 693.26 

Birthday Offering 105.00 

Thank Offering 469.17 

Fellowship of the Least Coin 38.00 

Cents-Ability 233.77 

Blanket Fund 1671.00 

GAMAM Donations 580.00 

Bank Interest 1.20 

Special Money Making Projects  

     Brooms 20.00 

     Bakeless Bake Sale 1124.00 

     Salad Luncheon 925.00 

     Coffee 835.70 

     Rummage Sale 3441.00 

     Note Cards 30.00 

Gatherings 497.00 

Together-In-Service 710.00 

Miscellaneous 183.00 

Withdrawal from Investments 5000.00 

Bible Study Books 392.00 

Transfer Fund 212.00 

 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $19,135.31 

 

EXPENDITURES: 

PW-GL Mission Pledge 1700.00 

PW-GL Operating Fund 136.00 

Birthday Offering 105.00 

Thank Offering 469.17 

Fellowship of the Least Coin 38.00 

Cents-Ability 213.77 

Blanket Fund 1691.00 

GAMAM-donations 810.00 

 

 



Special Money Making Projects: 

     Brooms 78.00 

     Bakeless Bake Sale 151.71 

     Salad Luncheon 60.19 

     Coffee 478.70 

     Rummage 1,059.16 

     Note Cards 3.79 

Gatherings 498.00 

Together-In-Service 266.32 

Honorary Life Membership  

Kitchen 43.29 

Yearend Donations 2,500.00 

Program: 

     Literature 68.60 

     Speakers 100.00 

Bible Study Books 416.00 

Flowers/Gifts 429.05 

Postage 26.32 

Transfer Fund 250.00 

St. John Bosco Center 5,000.00 

Miscellaneous 114.66 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $16,853.74 

 

Balance on Hand 12/31/2016  $6543.27 

 

Louise Streiff Investments with 

     Presbyterian Church Investment & Loan Program, Inc. 

     One Year Term Note - $14,301.36 @ 0.45% 

 

Carol Purviance, PW Treasurer  
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